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PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 



CONGRESS OF THE FRENCH ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY AT MONT- 
BRISON (June 25— July 2, 1885). 

[In an earlier part of this number of the Journal (pp. 401-4) an 
account is given of the excursions of the congress. Through the kind- 
ness of M. le Comte de Marsy in sending the advance-sheets of the Bul- 
letin Monumental, a notice is here added on the papers read at the differ- 
ent meetings of the Congresses of Montbrison and Antwerp.] 

June 26. — M. Brassart. Prehistoric studies in the Forez : discoveries 
during the last few years. — Dr. Plique. The stone age: showing the in- 
determinateness of this period. — M. Vincent Durand. Megalithic mon- 
uments of the Forez : a list of these constructions, not numerous in this 
province. — Keport on the excavations by MM. Durand and Chaverondier, 
at the Chatelard of Saint-Marcel-de-Felines, which was an ancient Gallic 
oppidum. They have led to the discovery of an important portion of the 
rampart, analogous to that of Avaricum and to the Gallic military con- 
structions of Mont-Beuvray, of Murceint and of Vertilum. Remarks 
were added on the Gallic roads of the department of the Loire and on 
the method of construction of the vitrified ramparts which exist in cer- 
tain localities of the Forez. — Dr. Rey. The Ch. of Notre-Daine-de- 
l'Esperance of Montbrison : its architecture and sepulchral monuments. — 
M. Rochigneux. Report on recent excavations at Moind (Modonium). — 
M. V. Durand. Roman antiquities discovered at Saint-Clement. — M. de 
Lauriere. Memoir of M. Maire on the excavations at Saint-Ours, in the 
Puy-de-D6me. 

June 28. — M. Brassart. Memoir of Dr. Noelas on the sites of Forum- 
Segusianorum, AquavSegetae, Ariolica, etc. M. de Rostaing proposes to 
place Mediolano at Moind, Aquae-Segetae at Saint-Galmier-gare, and 
Forum-Segusianorum at Saint-Symphorien-le-chateau. Etc., etc. — M. 
Vachez. Memoir on the use of eschea or acoustic vases in ancient edi- 
fices and mediaeval churches. Examples in Greece, Rome, France, and 
Northern Europe : from the church of Ainay (Museum at Lyon), and 
from the churches in the Forez, notably those of Ne^onde, Pommiers, 
and la Benisson-Dieu. Discussion of this important topic by MM. Par 
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lustre, de Lauriere, Bulttot, de Fontenilles, Lair, de Roumejoux, etc, show- 
ing the use of the eschea, not only as acoustic vases, but for lightening 
the vaults and to prevent dampness. — M. Braggart. Discoveries by M. 
L. Rougier in the palafittes of lake Bourget, illustrated by the objects 
themselves. — Dr. Plique. Keramic discoveries at Lezoux (Puy-de-D6me), 
by himself. He divided Arverno-Roman keramics into three periods 
extending from 70 to 268 A. d., and established families, genera, species, 
and varieties, according to color, paste, form, ornamentation, processes of 
manufacture, and especially epigraphy : he gave minute details on the 
export of Lezoux pottery, -which is found not only throughout France, 
but in England, on the Rhine, and in Tunisia. — M. Bulliot. The keramics 
of Mont-Beuvray : comparison between the vases of the Autunois and 
those of Auvergne and the Forez. a. l. f., Jb. 



HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONGRESS AT ANTWERP 
(September, 1885). 

The learned Societies of Belgium which make a specialty of historical 
and archaeological studies have lately come together, at Antwerp, in order 
to lay the basis of a federation, and arrange for annual congresses to be 
held in the different cities of the kingdom, and for a common action for 
both the protection of national monuments and the execution of collec- 
tive work. In this they follow the example of M. de Caumont in France 
(see Journal, p. 401). The initiative of this movement was taken by 
the Archaeological Academy of Belgium, whose centre is in Antwerp. 
The Congress met, September 27, under the presidency of the well-known 
archaeologist M. Reusens. Addresses were delivered by the president, by 
General Wauwermans, Count Van der Straeten-Ponthoz and M. le Comte 
de Marsy, on the importance and direction of archaeological studies. 

The regulations then adopted divide the Congress into three sections : — 
1, The Prehistoric period, including geological and anthropological studies ; 
historical geography of Belgium : 2, History and popular sciences ; civil 
and religious institutions, glossaries, popular traditions and superstitions, 
songs, costumes, etc : 3, History of art and archaeology, epigraphy, numis- 
matics, industrial arts, diplomatics, etc. Among the special publica- 
tions projected were, — an inventory of the artistic riches of Belgium ; 
an album of painting and sculpture anterior to the xvi cent, by known 
authors, which should serve as. a criterion for the attribution of anony- 
mous works ; a publication like the Archives de la Commig&ion des monu- 
ments historiques de France ; a Bibliography of the works of the learned 
societies of Belgium ; the continuation of the Inventories of the provin- 
cial and communal archives, etc. 
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Among the communications made to the Congress, the most remarka- 
ble was that of M. M. Claes on the discoveries made in the bed of the 
Scheldt through the enlarging of the basins and the building of new 
quays. The objects found are of all kinds : unfortunately, through lack 
of surveillance, only a portion of the collection could be kept together 
and deposited at Antwerp. It comprises axes in silex, Roman and 
Frankish objects, but especially mediaeval arms, and particularly pon- 
iards of the most varied types, a collection of several thousand pipes of 
the xvi century, etc. 

Next year the Congress will meet at Namur. 

A. L. F, JB. 



